
Beluga Whales: Amazing Arctic Animals for
Young Readers
**

**

Beluga Whales For Kids (Amazing Animal Books For
Young Readers Book 24) by John Davidson

4.2 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2291 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 32 pages
Lending : Enabled

Beluga whales are fascinating creatures that inhabit the icy waters of the
Arctic. Their distinctive white color, friendly personalities, and intelligence
have made them a popular subject of study and admiration for both
children and adults alike. In this article, we will delve into the extraordinary
world of beluga whales, exploring their physical characteristics, behavior,
diet, and conservation status.

Physical Characteristics

Beluga whales are medium-sized cetaceans, typically measuring between
13 and 20 feet in length and weighing up to 3,000 pounds. Their bodies are
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round and robust, with a smooth, hairless skin that ranges in color from
light gray to a brilliant white. This white coloration, which belugas acquire
as they mature, is due to a thick layer of blubber that insulates them
against the freezing Arctic waters.

Belugas have a distinctive bulbous forehead, which houses their melon, a
fatty organ used for communication and echolocation. Their small, rounded
mouths are lined with rows of peg-like teeth, which they use to grasp prey
rather than chew it. They also have a pair of small, black eyes located on
the sides of their heads.

Behavior

Beluga whales are highly social animals that live in pods of up to 100
individuals. They are known for their playful and curious nature, often
engaging in playful behavior such as breaching, spyhopping, and
socializing with other pods. Belugas are also very vocal animals, producing
a wide range of sounds, including clicks, whistles, and chirps, which they
use to communicate with each other.

Belugas are migratory animals, traveling long distances in search of food
and breeding grounds. They spend the summer months in coastal areas,
where they feed on fish, squid, and crustaceans. In the winter, they migrate
to deeper waters, where they can find open water and avoid the ice.

Diet

Beluga whales are opportunistic feeders that consume a variety of prey,
including fish, squid, crustaceans, and even small marine mammals. They
use their echolocation abilities to locate prey, emitting high-frequency clicks
that bounce off objects and return to their ears. Belugas have a unique



feeding strategy known as "ball feeding," where they exhale a bubble
curtain to surround their prey before lunging forward and consuming it.

Beluga whales are also known to prey on other marine animals, such as
seals, walruses, and even other belugas. They have been observed using
their tusks to break through the ice and hunt for seals. Belugas are apex
predators in the Arctic ecosystem, playing a vital role in maintaining the
balance of marine life.

Conservation Status

Beluga whales are not currently listed as endangered or threatened by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature. However, their populations
are facing a number of threats, including climate change, habitat loss, and
pollution. Climate change is melting Arctic sea ice, which is reducing the
belugas' habitat and making it more difficult for them to find food. Habitat
loss due to coastal development and shipping is also a concern, as it can
disrupt their feeding and breeding grounds.

Pollution, particularly from industrial chemicals and plastics, can
accumulate in belugas' bodies and cause health problems. Belugas are
also sensitive to underwater noise pollution, which can interfere with their
communication and echolocation abilities.

Beluga whales are amazing creatures that inhabit the icy waters of the
Arctic. Their distinctive white coloration, friendly personalities, and
intelligence have made them a popular subject of study and admiration for
both children and adults alike. While beluga whales are not currently facing
immediate threats, it is important to continue to protect their habitats and



reduce pollution. By ng so, we can ensure that these beautiful creatures
continue to thrive in the Arctic ecosystem for generations to come.
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