
Benjamin Banneker: A Great African American
Benjamin Banneker was born in 1731 in Baltimore County, Maryland. He
was the son of a former slave and a free black woman. Despite the
challenges he faced as an African American in the 18th century, Banneker
became a renowned scientist, mathematician, and astronomer. He was
also a gifted inventor and author.
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Banneker's interest in science began at a young age. He taught himself
mathematics and astronomy by reading books and observing the stars. In
1753, he built a wooden clock that was so accurate that it kept time for over
50 years. Banneker also invented a plow that was designed to improve the
efficiency of farming.

In 1791, Banneker published his first almanac, which contained
astronomical data and weather predictions. The almanac was a huge
success and helped to establish Banneker's reputation as a scientist. He
continued to publish almanacs for the rest of his life, and his work was
widely respected by both white and black Americans.
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Banneker was also a strong advocate for the abolition of slavery. He wrote
a letter to Thomas Jefferson in 1791, in which he argued that all men are
created equal and that slavery is a violation of natural law. Jefferson was
impressed by Banneker's intelligence and eloquence, and he responded to
the letter with a polite but noncommittal reply.

Banneker died in 1806 at the age of 74. He is buried in the Banneker
Cemetery in Baltimore, Maryland. His legacy as a great African American
scientist and inventor continues to inspire people today.

Michael Stover: Carrying on Banneker's Legacy

Michael Stover is a modern-day African American who is carrying on
Banneker's legacy of achievement. Stover is a physicist and engineer who
has made significant contributions to the field of solar energy. He is also the
founder and CEO of Solar One, a company that develops and
manufactures solar energy systems.

Stover was born in 1951 in Washington, D.C. He attended Howard
University, where he earned a degree in physics. After graduating from
Howard, Stover worked at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, where he helped
to develop the solar panels that were used on the Voyager spacecraft. In
1981, Stover founded Solar One. The company has since become one of
the leading manufacturers of solar energy systems in the world.

Stover is a strong advocate for the use of solar energy. He believes that
solar energy is a clean, renewable, and sustainable source of energy that
can help to address the challenges of climate change. Stover is also a
passionate mentor to young African Americans who are interested in
careers in science and engineering.



The work of Benjamin Banneker and Michael Stover is a testament to the
intelligence, creativity, and perseverance of African Americans. These two
men have made significant contributions to science and technology, and
they have inspired generations of African Americans to pursue their
dreams.
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Octopus as Pets: A Comprehensive Guide to
Care, Costs, Tank, Health, and Diet
Octopuses are fascinating creatures, with their eight arms, unique
intelligence, and ability to change color and texture. But are they suited
to...
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Akron, Ohio: A City of Poems
Akron, Ohio is a city with a rich literary history. From the works of Hart
Crane to the poems of Etheridge Knight, Akron has been home to some
of the most...
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