
Foundations of the American Century: A
Comprehensive Exploration of the Roots of
Modern America
The American century, a term coined by historian Henry Luce in 1941,
refers to the period of time from the end of World War II to the beginning of
the 21st century, during which the United States emerged as the world's
leading superpower. This period was characterized by a number of
significant developments, including the Cold War, the Civil Rights
Movement, and the rise of the internet.
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The foundations of the American century were laid in the centuries leading
up to World War II. These foundations include the political, economic,
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social, and cultural factors that shaped the development of the United
States.

Political Foundations

The political foundations of the American century were laid in the
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. The Declaration of
Independence, adopted in 1776, declared the thirteen American colonies'
independence from Great Britain. The Constitution, adopted in 1789,
established the framework for the federal government of the United States.

The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution are based on the
principles of democracy, individual liberty, and limited government. These
principles have been central to the American political system for over two
centuries.

Economic Foundations

The economic foundations of the American century were laid in the
Industrial Revolution. The Industrial Revolution began in Great Britain in the
late 18th century and spread to the United States in the early 19th century.
The Industrial Revolution transformed the way goods were produced,
leading to a dramatic increase in economic growth.

The United States was able to take advantage of the Industrial Revolution
due to its vast natural resources and its skilled workforce. The United
States also benefited from a number of government policies that
encouraged economic development, such as the tariff of 1816 and the land
grant act of 1862.

Social Foundations



The social foundations of the American century were laid in the westward
expansion of the United States. The westward expansion began in the
early 19th century and continued for several decades. As Americans moved
westward, they established new settlements and created new communities.

The westward expansion led to a number of social changes in the United
States. These changes included the growth of the middle class, the decline
of slavery, and the development of a more egalitarian society.

Cultural Foundations

The cultural foundations of the American century were laid in the American
Renaissance. The American Renaissance was a period of cultural flowering
that occurred in the United States in the mid-19th century. During this
period, American writers, artists, and musicians produced some of the most
important works of American culture.

The American Renaissance was influenced by a number of factors,
including the westward expansion, the Industrial Revolution, and the rise of
democracy. The American Renaissance helped to shape the American
identity and to create a sense of national pride.

The foundations of the American century were laid in the centuries leading
up to World War II. These foundations include the political, economic,
social, and cultural factors that shaped the development of the United
States. These foundations have enabled the United States to become the
world's leading superpower and to play a major role in global affairs.
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