
Getting It Right: A Critical Exploration of
Elizabeth Jane Howard's Literary Masterpiece
Elizabeth Jane Howard's Getting It Right, first published in 1958, is a tour
de force of British literature that has captivated readers for generations.
This captivating novel delves into the complexities of human relationships,
exploring the delicate balance between love, loss, and the elusive pursuit of
perfection.

Character Study: The Pursuit of Perfection

At the heart of Getting It Right lies a cast of unforgettable characters, each
grappling with their own aspirations and insecurities. The central
protagonist, Louisa Palliser, is a young woman with an unwavering desire
to lead a life of perfection. She believes that through meticulous planning
and impeccable behavior, she can control her destiny and avoid the pain of
loss.
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However, Louisa's pursuit of perfection proves to be a double-edged sword.
It brings her a sense of order and structure, but it also stifles her own
spontaneity and genuine experiences. As she becomes increasingly
isolated from others, her pursuit of perfection takes on a self-destructive
edge.

Themes: Love, Loss, and Redemption

Getting It Right explores a tapestry of themes that resonate with the human
experience. The novel's central theme revolves around the complexities of
love and loss, demonstrating that even the most well-intentioned
relationships can be fraught with misunderstandings and heartbreak.

Through the characters' experiences, Howard explores the idea that love is
not always a straightforward or predictable emotion. It can bring both
immense joy and profound pain, leaving an enduring mark on the human
psyche. The novel also suggests that forgiveness and redemption are
possible, even in the wake of tragic events.

Writing Style: Poetic Realism

Howard's writing style in Getting It Right is a masterpiece in itself. She
masterfully blends poetic prose with a razor-sharp realism, capturing both
the beauty and the harshness of human experiences. Her descriptions are
rich and evocative, transporting readers to the rolling hills of rural England
and the bustling streets of London.

Howard's prose is characterized by its precise language and psychological
insight. She delves deep into the minds of her characters, revealing their
motivations and insecurities with astonishing clarity. Her dialogue is both
witty and poignant, capturing the nuances of human interactions.



Social Commentary: Mid-Century British Society

Getting It Right is not merely an exploration of personal relationships but
also a reflection of mid-century British society. The novel examines the
changing roles of women, the rise of consumerism, and the impact of social
class on individual aspirations.

Howard portrays a society that is simultaneously striving for progress and
struggling with the legacy of the past. The characters' experiences reflect
the complexities of this era, as they navigate a world that is both
exhilarating and oppressive.

: A Timeless Masterpiece

Elizabeth Jane Howard's Getting It Right is a literary masterpiece that
transcends time and continues to captivate readers with its profound
insights into the human condition. Through its captivating characters,
compelling themes, and exquisite writing style, the novel offers a profound
exploration of love, loss, and the elusive pursuit of perfection.

Getting It Right is a testament to Howard's literary genius and a must-read
for anyone interested in British literature, social history, or simply the depth
and complexity of human relationships.

Image Alt Text: A vintage book cover of Getting It Right by Elizabeth Jane
Howard, featuring a young woman in a long dress and a man in the

background
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