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In the annals of Jacksonville's rich history, the name Laura Jo Brunson
shines brightly as a beacon of community service, social justice, and
unwavering dedication to the betterment of the city. Her legacy extends far
beyond her lifetime, leaving an indelible mark on the heart of Jacksonville
and inspiring generations to come.

Early Life and Education

Laura Jo Brunson was born on October 20, 1944, in Jacksonville, Florida.
Growing up in a family that valued education and civic engagement, she
developed a strong sense of community responsibility from a young age.
She attended the prestigious Stanton College Preparatory School and later
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Spelman College in Atlanta,
Georgia, where she majored in English and history.

After graduating from Spelman, Brunson returned to Jacksonville and
began her teaching career at Stanton College Preparatory School. Her
passion for education and empowering young minds was evident from the
outset.

Community Service and Social Justice
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Brunson's foray into community service began in the 1970s when she
joined the Jacksonville Urban League, a non-profit organization dedicated
to promoting economic and social equality for African Americans. As a
member of the League's board of directors, she played a pivotal role in
advocating for affordable housing, job training, and educational
opportunities for underserved communities.

In 1987, Brunson made history by becoming the first African American
woman elected to the Jacksonville City Council. During her tenure, she
championed initiatives that improved the lives of her constituents,
particularly in the areas of affordable housing, youth development, and
community empowerment. Her unwavering commitment to social justice
and equity for all made her a respected and influential voice on the council.

Brunson's passion for community service extended beyond city
government. She served on the boards of numerous non-profit
organizations, including the Jacksonville Public Library, the Jacksonville
Symphony Orchestra, and the Community Foundation for Northeast
Florida. Her leadership and dedication to these organizations helped
strengthen Jacksonville's cultural and educational landscape.

Legacy of Leadership and Inspiration

Laura Jo Brunson's legacy continues to inspire and motivate people in
Jacksonville and beyond. Her unwavering commitment to community
service, social justice, and education set a high standard for future
generations. Her belief in the power of collaboration and the importance of
giving back to the community left an indelible mark on the city.



In recognition of her extraordinary contributions, Brunson has received
numerous awards and accolades, including the Spelman College Alumna
of the Year Award, the Jacksonville Bar Association's Liberty Bell Award,
and the Jacksonville Urban League's Community Service Award. Her life
and work are a testament to the transformative power of one person's
dedication to making a difference in the world.

Celebrating a True Jacksonville Legend

Laura Jo Brunson's legacy lives on through the many organizations and
initiatives that she helped to establish or support. Her passion for
education, community empowerment, and social justice continues to inspire
and motivate people in Jacksonville and beyond. She is truly a legendary
figure whose life and work have left a lasting impact on the city.

As we celebrate the memory of Laura Jo Brunson, let us all strive to
embody her spirit of service and dedication. Let us work together to build a
more just, equitable, and prosperous community for all. Her legacy reminds
us that even one person can make a difference, and that through
collaboration and unwavering commitment, we can create a better future
for ourselves and for generations to come.
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