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The life of Mary Tudor Brandon provides a fascinating glimpse into the
intricate and often tumultuous world of marriage politics in sixteenth-century
Europe. As the younger sister of King Henry VIII, Mary was a highly sought-
after bride, and her marriages were carefully orchestrated to advance the
political ambitions of both her husband and her brother.

Mary's first marriage, to Louis Xll of France, was a diplomatic triumph for
England. The union solidified the alliance between the two countries and
helped to secure England's position in Europe. However, the marriage was
short-lived, as Louis died less than three months after the wedding.

Mary's second marriage, to Charles Brandon, the Duke of Suffolk, was a
more controversial affair. Henry VIl initially opposed the match, but he
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eventually relented and allowed the couple to marry. The marriage was a
happy one, and Mary and Charles had two children together.

Mary's marriages played a significant role in the political landscape of
sixteenth-century Europe. Her first marriage helped to secure England's
alliances, while her second marriage cemented the power of the Tudor
dynasty. Mary's story is a reminder of the importance of marriage in the
politics of the time and the complex ways in which women could wield
power.

Early Life and Family

Mary Tudor Brandon was born on March 18, 1496, at Richmond Palace in
London. She was the youngest daughter of King Henry VIl and Elizabeth of
York. Mary had two older sisters, Margaret and Elizabeth, and one younger
brother, Henry.

Mary's early life was spent at the royal court. She was educated by some of
the best tutors in England and was taught a variety of subjects, including
history, religion, and music. Mary was also a skilled needlewoman and
enjoyed dancing and riding horses.

As she grew older, Mary became increasingly involved in the political life of
the court. She often accompanied her father to important meetings and
events. Mary was also a close confidante of her brother, Henry, and she
played a significant role in his early reign.

First Marriage to Louis Xll of France

In 1514, Mary was married to Louis Xll of France. The marriage was a
diplomatic triumph for England, as it solidified the alliance between the two



countries. Mary was crowned Queen of France and spent the next few
months living at the French court.

However, the marriage was short-lived. Louis XlI died less than three
months after the wedding, and Mary was returned to England. She was
devastated by her husband's death and never remarried.

Second Marriage to Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk

In 1515, Mary married Charles Brandon, the Duke of Suffolk. The marriage
was a controversial affair, as Henry VIl initially opposed the match.
However, he eventually relented and allowed the couple to marry.

The marriage was a happy one, and Mary and Charles had two children
together. Mary was a devoted mother and wife, and she often accompanied
her husband on his military campaigns.

Mary's marriage to Charles Brandon helped to cement the power of the
Tudor dynasty. Charles was a strong supporter of Henry VI, and he played
a significant role in the suppression of the Reformation in England.

Later Life and Death

Mary Tudor Brandon died on June 25, 1533, at Westhorpe Hall in Suffolk.
She was buried at St. Mary's Church in Bury St. Edmunds.

Mary was a complex and fascinating figure. She was a strong and
independent woman who played a significant role in the political landscape
of sixteenth-century Europe. Her marriages were carefully orchestrated to
advance the political ambitions of her husband and her brother, but she
also found happiness and love in her second marriage.



Mary Tudor Brandon's life provides a fascinating glimpse into the complex
and often tumultuous world of marriage politics in sixteenth-century Europe.
Her marriages played a significant role in the political landscape of the
time, and her story is a reminder of the importance of marriage in the
politics of the time and the complex ways in which women could wield
power.
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