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The 1960s was a decade of profound social, political, and cultural change
in the United States. For New York City's Latinx community, this era marked
a period of unprecedented musical innovation and expansion. This article
explores the key figures, genres, and cultural influences that shaped this
vibrant era of New York Latin music.

The Birth of Salsa

Salsa, the most popular Latin music genre today, was born in New York
City in the 1960s. It emerged from a fusion of traditional Afro-Cuban
rhythms, such as son and mambo, with American jazz and soul influences.
Salsa music is characterized by its fast tempo, complex syncopations, and
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the use of multiple percussion instruments, including the clave, bongo, and
timbales.

One of the pioneers of salsa was Tito Puente, a Puerto Rican bandleader
and musician who is known as the "King of Mambo." In the 1960s, Puente
began to incorporate elements of jazz, R&B, and rock into his music,
creating a new sound that would later be known as salsa. Other important
figures in the early development of salsa include Willie Colón, Celia Cruz,
and Ray Barretto.

The Boogaloo Craze

Another popular Latin music genre that emerged in New York City in the
1960s was boogaloo. Boogaloo is characterized by its funky, uptempo
rhythms, and the use of electric instruments, such as the guitar and organ.
It was heavily influenced by American soul and funk music, and it quickly
became a popular dance craze in the city's Latinx nightclubs.

Some of the most popular boogaloo artists of the 1960s include Joe Cuba,
Pete Rodriguez, and Johnny Pacheco. These artists helped to popularize
boogaloo music throughout the United States and Latin America, and it
remains a popular genre today.

The Fania All-Stars

In the late 1960s, a group of New York Latin music artists came together to
form the Fania All-Stars. This supergroup featured some of the biggest
names in salsa and boogaloo, including Tito Puente, Willie Colón, Celia
Cruz, and Ray Barretto. The Fania All-Stars released a series of albums
that were hugely successful, and they helped to popularize Latin music
around the world.



The Fania All-Stars were more than just a band; they were a symbol of the
unity and diversity of the New York Latin music scene. They represented
the different musical styles and influences that were coming together to
create a new sound that would captivate audiences around the world.

Cultural Influences

The New York Latin music of the Sixties Generation was influenced by a
variety of cultural factors. The influx of Latinx migrants to New York City
from Puerto Rico, Cuba, and other Latin American countries brought with
them their musical traditions. These traditions fused with the musical
influences of the United States, such as jazz, soul, and rock, to create a
new and unique sound.

The social and political movements of the 1960s also had an impact on
New York Latin music. The civil rights movement and the Black Power
movement inspired Latinx artists to create music that reflected their own
struggles for equality and justice. The Vietnam War also had an impact on
Latinx music, as many artists wrote songs about the war and its
devastating effects on their communities.

The 1960s was a golden era for New York Latin music. This era of
innovation and expansion saw the birth of salsa, the boogaloo craze, and
the Fania All-Stars. The music of this era was influenced by a variety of
cultural factors, including the influx of Latinx migrants to New York City, the
social and political movements of the 1960s, and the fusion of Latin
American and American musical traditions. The New York Latin music of
the Sixties Generation continues to be celebrated today as a vibrant and
enduring expression of the city's rich cultural heritage.



Caption: A group of Latin musicians playing in a New York City nightclub in
the 1960s. Image courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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