
Teaching Reading and Writing: The
Developmental Approach
When it comes to teaching reading and writing, there is no one-size-fits-all
approach. Every child learns differently, and what works for one may not
work for another. That's why it's important to use a developmental
approach that takes into account each child's individual needs.

The developmental approach to teaching reading and writing is based on
the idea that children learn best when they are taught in a way that is
appropriate for their developmental stage. This means that the activities
and strategies you use should be tailored to the child's age, abilities, and
interests.
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There are five key stages in the developmental approach to teaching
reading and writing:

1. Emergent literacy: This stage begins at birth and lasts until around
age 5. During this stage, children begin to develop the skills that will
eventually lead to reading and writing. They start to recognize letters,
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sounds, and words. They also begin to experiment with writing,
scribbling, and drawing.

2. Beginning reading: This stage begins around age 5 and lasts until
around age 7. During this stage, children begin to learn how to decode
words and read simple texts. They also begin to develop their
comprehension skills.

3. Fluent reading: This stage begins around age 7 and lasts until around
age 9. During this stage, children become more fluent in their reading.
They can read more quickly and accurately, and they have a better
understanding of what they read.

4. Advanced reading: This stage begins around age 9 and lasts until
around age 12. During this stage, children continue to develop their
reading skills. They become more critical readers, and they are able to
understand more complex texts.

5. Expert reading: This stage begins around age 12 and lasts
throughout adulthood. During this stage, readers have a deep
understanding of the reading process. They are able to read complex
texts quickly and accurately, and they are able to make inferences and
draw s from what they read.

The developmental approach to teaching reading and writing is a gradual
process. It takes time and patience to help children develop the skills they
need to become proficient readers and writers. However, the rewards are
great. Children who are taught using a developmental approach are more
likely to become successful readers and writers who love to learn.
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