
The Roof: The Beatles Final Concert
On January 30, 1969, the Beatles took to the rooftop of their Apple Corps
headquarters in London for a spontaneous and unforgettable performance
that would become their last live concert. The impromptu set, which was
captured on film and released as part of the documentary film "Let It Be,"
has gone down in history as one of the most iconic moments in rock and
roll.

The Context

By the time of the rooftop concert, the Beatles were on the verge of
breaking up. Tensions within the band had been mounting for years, and
the sessions for their upcoming album, "Let It Be," had been particularly
fraught. The band had also been struggling to find a venue for a live
performance, as their previous manager, Brian Epstein, had passed away
in 1967 and their new manager, Allen Klein, was not as experienced in
booking shows.

The Performance

Despite the challenges, the Beatles were determined to perform live one
last time. On the afternoon of January 30, they set up their equipment on
the rooftop of the Apple Corps building and began to play. The setlist was a
mix of old favorites and new songs, including "Get Back," "Don't Let Me
Down," and "I've Got a Feeling."
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The performance was raw and energetic, and the Beatles seemed to be
genuinely enjoying themselves. They played for over an hour, until the
police arrived and asked them to stop due to noise complaints from the
neighbors.

The Aftermath

The rooftop concert was a bittersweet moment for the Beatles. It was a
chance for them to reconnect with their fans and to experience the joy of
performing together one last time. However, it also marked the end of an
era. The band would never perform live again, and their breakup would be
announced just a few months later.

The Legacy

The rooftop concert has become a symbol of the Beatles' legacy. It is a
reminder of their incredible talent and of the impact they had on music and
culture. The performance has been praised by critics and fans alike, and it
has been cited as one of the greatest live performances of all time.
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The Setlist

The Beatles played a total of 11 songs during their rooftop concert:

"Get Back"

"Don't Let Me Down"

"I've Got a Feeling"

"One After 909"

"Dig a Pony"

"God Save the Queen"

"I've Got a Feeling" (reprise)

"Don't Let Me Down" (reprise)

"Get Back" (reprise)

"Let It Be"

The Equipment

The Beatles used a variety of equipment for their rooftop concert, including:

Guitars: John Lennon played a Gibson Les Paul, Paul McCartney
played a Hofner bass, and George Harrison played a Fender
Stratocaster.

Drums: Ringo Starr played a Ludwig drum kit.

Amplifiers: The Beatles used a variety of amplifiers, including Vox
AC30s and Fender Twins.



The Audience

The Beatles' rooftop concert was attended by a small audience of friends,
family, and fans. Some of the notable people in the audience included:

Yoko Ono

Linda McCartney

Billy Preston

Derek Taylor

Neil Aspinall

Peter Brown

The Reaction

The Beatles' rooftop concert was met with mixed reactions from critics and
fans. Some praised the performance as a return to form for the band, while
others criticized it as being sloppy and unfocused. However, the concert
has since become one of the most iconic moments in rock and roll history.

The Legacy

The Beatles' rooftop concert has had a lasting impact on music and culture.
It is a reminder of the band's incredible talent and of the power of live
music. The performance has been cited as an inspiration by countless
musicians, and it continues to be enjoyed by fans around the world.
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